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Geoffrey Chaucer
Select one of the following quotations from “The Canterbury Tales.” What does this quotation 
mean to you? How does it apply to modern life as well as Chaucer’s time? Explain your answer 
in one to two paragraphs.

“No empty handed man can lure a bird.”         “Forbid us something and that thing we desire.”

“No master of a household has all of his utensils made of gold; some are wood, and yet they 
are of use.”

“How potent is the fancy! People are so impressionable, they can die of imagination.”
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