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Loving v. Virginia - Answer Key

Use the text to answer each question below.

1. For centuries, laws throughout the United States prohibited miscegenation, a derogatory and
pseudoscientific term to describe the marriage of people of different races. These prohibitions originated
in the colonial era of the US. They were one type of many laws that promoted racial segregation—the
systemic separation of Black people from White society. The criminalization of interracial marriage existed
in the United States as late as 1967, when the Supreme Court declared such laws unconstitutional in
*Loving v. Virginia*. It is easy in modern times to look back on this practice with disbelief, but the
persistence of anti-marriage laws for couples of different races highlights the underlying racism in
American society throughout the 20th century.

What led to the end of anti-miscegenation laws in the US?

QA B. A president’s executive order
A ruling in a Supreme Court case

The text states, “The criminalization of
interracial marriage existed in the United
States as late as 1967, when the Supreme
Court declared such laws unconstitutional in
*Loving v. Virginia*.”

C. A Constitutional amendment D. A bill passed by the Senate



2. Richard and Mildred Loving were a married couple who lived in Virginia. The couple had known each
other for a long time and decided to marry in June 1958. Richard was White, and Mildred was of Black and
Native American heritage. They traveled from Virginia to Washington, DC, where interracial marriage was
legal, for their wedding. The Lovings returned to Virginia but were met with serious backlash. On July 11,
1958, they were arrested at home in the middle of the night. The charge was violating a law that
prohibited people of different races from marrying one another in Virginia. In order to avoid prison, the
Lovings moved to Washington, DC, where they started a family. Five years later, they wished to return to
Virginia. Mildred decided to write then-Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy to seek advice. This set off a
series of events where the Lovings became unlikely figures in American history.

Which of the following is NOT true of Richard and Mildred Loving?

A. They had known each other for years o B.

) ] They wanted to live in Washington, DC, for
before getting married.

the rest of their lives.

The passage states that five years after their
wedding, the Lovings “wished to return to
Virginia,” where interracial marriage was not
legal.

C. They were of different races. D. They were from Virginia.

3. The Lovings’ marriage eventually led to one of the most important Supreme Court rulings of the 20th
century. On Robert Kennedy’s recommendation, the Lovings contacted the American Civil Liberties
Union. The ACLU helped push the case of *Loving v. Virginia* all the way to the Supreme Court, the
highest court of law in the United States. The Court found in favor of the Lovings, agreeing with their
lawyers that restricting marriage on the basis of race violated the Fourteenth Amendment. *Loving v.
Virginia* led to the repeal of laws against marriage between people of different races in Virginia and 15
other US states. As a major court ruling in favor of the desegregation movement, it was also a significant
victory for civil rights in the United States. *Loving v. Virginia* was also cited in the Supreme Court
decision in *Obergefell v. Hodges*, which legalized same-sex marriage in the US.

With which of the following would the author of this passage most likely agree?

A. *Loving v. Virginia* was not an effective Q B.

) o *Loving v. Virginia* helped make future civil
victory for the civil rights movement.

rights victories possible.

According to the passage, *Loving v. Virginia*
was “a significant victory for civil rights in the
United States” and “was also cited in the
Supreme Court decision *Obergefell v.
Hodges*, which legalized same-sex marriage

in the US.”
C. The ACLU should never have gotten D. *Loving v. Virginia* was the most important
involved in the Lovings’ case. victory of the civil rights movement.






