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Public Safety & Memes - Answer Key

Use the text to answer each question below.

1. Over the past century, the US government has used different media platforms and formats to
communicate with the American people. From 1933 to 1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered a
series of radio broadcasts known as the fireside chats. Through these broadcasts, Roosevelt was able to
reach millions of Americans as he spoke about the Great Depression, New Deal initiatives and World War
ll. His calm manner on the radio inspired public confidence and boosted his approval ratings. These
fireside chats were a revolutionary use of a new form of media. Future presidents would go on to make
use of other new technologies, including television and social media, to address Americans in a more
informal way.

Now, some government entities are taking a new approach to communication: memes. The Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is one example. This agency’s mission is to keep Americans safe
when they use consumer products. On Twitter and Instagram, the agency is now posting memes to
educate people about the hazards of common items. The dark humor definitely captures our attention!

Which of the following is true about communication between the US government and the American

people?

A. Roosevelt’s fireside chats lowered his B. Government agencies are banned from
approval rating. using social media.

C. Politicians no longer use television to @ (D

. ) , Many presidents have used media
communicate with the public.

platforms to informally address the
American people.

According to the passage, “The US
government has used different media
platforms and formats in order to
communicate with the American people...
Presidents would go on to make use of other
new technologies, including television and
social media, to address Americans in a more
informal way.”




2. The CPSC is on the smaller side for a government agency, with just 500 employees and an annual
budget of around $120 million. But their memes have garnered them more than 60,000 followers
between Twitter and Instagram. Regulations prevent the agency from using the copyrighted images
involved in most recognizable memes. However, the CPSC makes do with stock images and basic
Photoshop. Many of the memes feature recurring characters, such as Barks McWoofins, a dog who rides a
smoke detector while talking about the dangers of fire and carbon monoxide poisoning.

Responses to government memes have been mixed. Some say memes like the CPSC’s can help deliver
boring information in a fun and interesting way. Memes may be a government agency’s best shot at
engaging people in an era of information overload. Others say memes may make information more
difficult to understand or undermine the seriousness of the message.

Which of the following may be an argument against the CPSC’s use of memes?

QA B. The CPSC has more than 60,000 followers
Memes about product safety will not be

on social media.
taken seriously.

According to the passage, critics of the
CPSC'’s use of memes “say memes may make
information more difficult to understand or
undermine the seriousness of the message.”

C. Memes can help make boring information D. Government agencies are not allowed to

more entertaining. use copyrighted images.



