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URBANIZATION
INDUSTRIALIZATION

PART I: Census Scavenger Hunt — Using the data below from the US Census Bureau, answer the 
following questions about the largest US cities in 1860, 1880 and 1900.

1. How many US cities had a population of more than 200,000 in 1860?

2. Which US city had the fifth largest population in 1860?

3. Which US city was the first to reach a population of 1,000,000?

4. By how many people did Chicago’s population grow between 1860 and 1900?

5. How many US cities had a population of more than 200,000 in 1880?

6. Which city in Ohio had the largest population in 1880?

7. What was the population of the 17th largest city in the US in 1880?
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Boston, MA

New York, NY

1,586,403

10

Boston, MA

Cincinnati, OH
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8. How many cities had a population of more than 200,000 in 1900?

9. Which US city had the third largest population in 1900?

10. Which city on the west coast had the largest population in 1900?

11. Which two cities in the top 10 largest US cities in 1900 were not in the top 10 largest US cities 
in 1860?

12. Which city in the top 20 largest US cities in 1900 is closest to your school?

PART II: City Life — Imagine it’s the late 1800s and you have recently immigrated from another 
country to the United States. In the space below, write a letter to your family back home about 
your life in a new city. 

Potential topics include: How did you travel to the US? What kind of job do you have? Where do 
you live? How do you feel about your new home? Are you worried about life in a new country? 
What is life in a United States city like?

19

Philadelphia, PA

San Francisco, CA

Cleveland, OH and San Francisco, CA

Answers will vary.


