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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON & W.E.B. DU BOIS

PART I: Who Said It? — Read each quote, and write on the line below who you think said it,
either Booker T. Washington or W.E.B. Du Bois.

1. “To those of my race who depend on bettering their condition in a foreign land or who
underestimate the importance of cultivating friendly relations with the Southern white man, who
is their next-door neighbor, | would say: ‘Cast down your bucket where you are’— cast it down in
making friends in every manly way of the people of all races by whom we are surrounded.”

2. “His doctrine has tended to make the whites, North and South, shift the burden of the Negro
problem to the Negro's shoulders and stand aside as critical and rather pessimistic spectators;
when in fact the burden belongs to the nation, and the hands of none of us are clean if we bend
not our energies to righting these great wrongs.”

3. “He put enthusiasm, unlimited energy, and perfect faith into his programme, and changed it
from a by-path into a veritable Way of Life. And the tale of the methods by which he did this is a
fascinating study of human life. It startled the nation to hear a Negro advocating such a
programme after many decades of bitter complaint; it startled and won the applause of the
South, it interested and won the admiration of the North; and after a confused murmur of
protest, it silenced if it did not convert the Negroes themselves.”

4. “We ‘shall prosper in proportion as we learn to draw the line between the superficial and the
substantial, the ornamental gewgaws of life and the useful.”

5. “Ignorant and inexperienced, it is not strange that in the first years of our new life we began
at the top instead of at the bottom; that a seat in Congress or the state legislature was more
sought than real estate or industrial skill; that the political convention or stump speaking had
more attractions than starting a dairy farm or truck garden.”

6. “The questions involved are so fundamental and serious that it is difficult to see how men like
the Grimkes, Kelly Miller, J. W. E. Bowen, and other representatives of this group, can much
longer be silent. Such men feel in conscience bound to ask of this nation three things: 1. The
right to vote. 2. Civic equality. 3. The education of youth according to ability.”
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PART Il: Booker T. & W.E.B. in Context — Select one figure to write about. In 4-6 sentences,
explain how their birth status, upbringing and life experiences might have informed their
perspective on civil rights.
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