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What Is a Government?

Use the text to answer each question below.

1. A community is a group of people who live, work, or do activities together. The classroom that you learn
in is @ community. The library in your neighborhood is a community. The local park you hang out in is a
community. Communities need leaders to make decisions and help keep people safe. For example, at
schools, we have teachers and principals. At the library, we have librarians. And at the local park, we have
park rangers. In a city, state, or country, the government works similarly to make sure that everyone can
live together safely. A government is a group of people that makes decisions, sets rules and laws, and
protects people’s rights.

According to the passage, which of the following is true?
A. Different communities have different B. The government only makes laws for
leaders. schools.

C. Communities are made up of adults only.

2. The United States government is made up of leaders. We have the president, governors, and mayors. We
also have people who make the laws and people who make sure the laws are fair and being followed.
Laws help keep everyone safe. You might know some laws, like making sure to stop at a red light or not
taking something that isn’t yours. Laws also protect people’s rights. Rights are freedoms that every
person has. For example, we have the right to learn, the right to be safe, and the right to be treated fairly.

Laws {}.
A. don’t always have to be followed B. protect people’s rights

C. don’t have to be fair

3. Governments are responsible for providing citizens with services. Services are things that are helpful to
communities. For example, the government provides schools, libraries, hospitals, and postal services.
Governments are also responsible for building parks, roads, bridges, and highways. They provide
emergency services, too, like firefighters, medical teams, and police officers. Public transportation, like
buses and trains, are also government services. These services are important. They make sure that
citizens have what they need.

Which of these services are provided by governments?
A. Public transportation B. Schools

C. Both public transportation and schools



